
*Prayer of Confession: 

O Lord, you are our shepherd, And yet we want.  

We lie down when we could act, We stir the pot when 

we could offer peace, We wander tempting paths  

instead of following you. We see courage and comfort 

in earthly things rather than in you. We hate our  

enemies and refuse to break bread with them, We see 

scarcity even when you offer us abundance. We pray 

for forgiveness, for your goodness and mercy, So that 

we might dwell in You, in your grace, forever. Amen.  

*Assurance of Pardon 

L: Our great God and Savior Jesus Christ gave himself  

    for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to  

    purify for himself the people that are his very own,  

    eager to do what is good. Thanks be to God for his  

    inexpressible gift! 

P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 

*Hymn — 133 — Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

*Gloria Patri (Hymnal #623) 

Offering 

*Doxology (Hymnal #625) 

Sermon Text: Matthew 2:1-6 

Sermon: "The Hope that is Within You"  
 Speaker: Pastor, Lonnie Rittenour  

Sharing Time/Prayer Time/Lord’s Prayer 

*Closing Hymn — 138 — Go, Tell It on the Mountain 

Benediction 

 

*Please stand if able 

Prelude 

Welcome, Announcements, and Opening Prayer 

Advent Reading 

Call to Worship:  

L: 5Stand up and praise the LORD your God,  

    who is from everlasting to everlasting. 

P: Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be  

    exalted above all blessing and praise.  

L: 6You alone are the LORD.  

P: You made the heavens,  

    even the highest  

    heavens, and all their  

    starry host, the earth and  

    all that is on it, the seas  

    and all that is in them.  

    You give life to everything,  

    and the multitudes  

    of heaven worship you.  

    - Nehemiah 9:5-6 

*Hymn — 145 —  

           O Come, All Ye Faithful 
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